This is the first of two parts of a special issue on the topic of ''Visual attention''. The second part of the special issue, which will be published shortly, will provide a thematic outline of the papers in both parts.
The papers presented in this special issue are based on the Third International Workshop in Visual Attention that took place in October 2011 at the University of Allahabad in India. The International Workshops on Visual Attention bring together scientists with different approaches -psychophysics, electrophysiology, neuroimaging and modeling-and competing views and theories with the aim of jump-starting dialogues that can bring about progress in our understanding of visual attention. This special issue on visual attention presents the work of most of the 30 participating scientists (Fig. 1) and addresses fundamental and timely questions in the study of visual attention, encompassing the mechanisms and brain areas involved in the allocation of covert attention, computational models that bridge across behavior and neuroscience methods, attention to locations, features and objects, the relation between eye movements and covert attention, the mechanisms and computations guiding saccadic eye movements during visual search, and the relation between visual attention and other cognitive functions such as memory, motivation and reward.
We thank those who attended the workshop, whose presentations and discussions made it such a success, and particularly those who have also contributed to this special issue. We hope that the papers in the special issue will motivate many discussions and future endeavors in the study of attention. 
